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Places to Boat & Fish
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Fish Finder Rig
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Fish Finder Float Rig
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WEST EAST GULF




Pompano Rig
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Bottom Rig (Old Dominion)
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Ready Rig (Small)
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Ready Rig (Large)
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Saltwater Lures
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Essential Tools

The Tailored Tackle
Surf Fishing Kit sports
all the surf fishing rigs
and lures from the
Quick Guide.

Saltwater Tools

Freshwater Kit

Sand Spikes hold your rod for convenience
and are essential for fishing multiple rods @


https://tailoredtackle.com/fishing-tackle-kits/freshwater-fishing-tackle-kit/
https://tailoredtackle.com/fishing-tackle-kits/surf-fishing-kit/

F roz e n B alt Frozen bait is the most convenient and

accessible bait type for surf fishing.
While fresh bait caught with a cast net is ideal, frozen bait works just fine.
The frozen bait we discuss is the most common assortment of Gulf Coast
bait, simply convert the size of bait we discuss to the local bait available. For
example, the methods on cutting and baiting mullet can be used for bait fish
like bunker on the East Coast and shad on the West Coast. Shrimp and squid
are universal and the most popular staple across all US coasts.

Live Bait

Live bait like pinfish is a great
option on the beach if your bait
shop sells them or you can cast
net. Make sure to store them in
a cooler and supply them with
oxygen through an aerator.
Don’t weight live bait with rigs
or they will turn into dead bait.
Either free-line them with a
bare hook or drift them un-
@ der a float for best results.












Surf Rod & Reel

The most important ( SURF REEL )

factor in selecting the
appropriate surf fishing reel is the
amount of line it can spool. At mini-
mum, you need a reel that can hold
500 yds of 25 Ib Braid. Many of the
species you target will grow over 3 ft
in length. Anything that large can peel
off at-least 250 yds of line. A mid-level
reel in the 6000-8000 size range will
satisfy these requirements.

4 )

( surrFRrROD )

Your rod needs enough height so the line
clears the surf breaking near shore when it is
taut. 8 ft will work in the Gulf, but 10 ft is the
minimum for the East & West Coast. A medi-
um-heavy power rating with a 2-6 oz lure rat-
ing is needed to cast 4 oz sinkers and handle
fish over 3 ft. Unlike a fast action freshwater
rod, you want a moderate action surf rod to
maximize casting distance as bites are heavi-
er and easier to indicate.

(LINE )

Braid is the preferred line type for surf fishing.
You need as much line as your spool will take,
and the smaller diameter of Braid maximizes
capacity. If targeting game fish 3 ft or less,

) spool up 500 yds of 25 |b test. For anything
larger, 500 yds of 50 Ib braid is the minimum.




Walk into the water
to maximize your casting distance.
Cast from ankle depth if targeting the
1st trough or break. Proceed to cast-
ing from waist-high in order to reach
a deeper section like the 2nd trough.

Hold the reel’s shaft in-between
your middle and index finger. Pull the
line against the rod handle with your
index finger and open the bail (metal
half circle) with your opposite hand.

Gradually bring your rod over your
shoulder, keeping an eye on your rig
to make sure nothing is tangled.

In an long, steady, arching motion,
swing your rod over your shoulder a
full 180 degrees in front of you.

Release your index finger at the
apex of your cast.

After your cast is complete, keep
the bail open and pinch the line with
your thumb and index finger. Walk
slowly back, gradually releasing line
through your fingers while keeping it
taut so that the line doesn’t catch in
the waves. Close the bail and place in
a sand spike.




Reading the Beach
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Light Rig for Table Fair




Heavy Rig for Big Fish

Surf Fish-
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Beach Conditions




Tidal Patterns

INCOMING

GREAT!

OUTGOING

GOOD






